
Bartow County Library System 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes 
January 30, 2020 

Cartersville Public Library Conference Room 
5:00 pm 

 
Type of Meeting: Regular Meeting 
Meeting Facilitator: Louise Panter 
Attendees: Brandon Johnson, Karen Barnhart, Randi Sonenshine, Anne Walker 
Staff Attendance: Carmen Sims, Ron Fahey, Jill McAllister 
Absent: Michelle Haney, Cecilia Carson 
Visitor: No name offered 
Minutes Recorded by: Jennifer Williams 
 
Louise Panter called the meeting to order at 5:01 pm. 
 
Karen Barnhart made a motion to accept the minutes of October 24, 2019 as presented. Randi 
Sonenshine seconded the motion. It was unanimously approved. 
 
Jill McAllister presented the financial report. She stated we are on target with operating 
expenses and the City of Euharlee caught up payments in January. Meeting room fees have 
surpassed what was projected for the year. The equipment and computer line appear high; 
however, they are unbudgeted expenses paid for by a grant from GPLS. Jill presented a detailed 
schedule from the insurance provider on the library systems coverage. 
 
Carmen Sims presented the directors report. Staff restructuring occurred due to resignation of 
two professional positions.   Carmen proposed adding a Public Services Librarian position to 
work at least one day at Adairsville and one at Euharlee each week for weeding, collection 
development, and outreach.  SimplyE will roll out in 2020 to integrate searching for e-books and 
audiobooks into one platform instead of patrons having to search different locations and 
provide different purchasing plans which includes simultaneous checkout of one copy. 
Staff Development Day is scheduled for February 21, 2020. Some highlights include A Guide to 
Homelessness Workshop, Great Library Race team development, and Customer Service for the 
Aging.  
 
Randi Sonenshine made a motion to accept the travel reimbursements and inventory disposals 
as presented. Karen Barnhart seconded the motion. It was unanimously approved. 
 
The board agreed to meet on March 19, 2020 at 5 pm to discuss the proposed FY2021 budget.  
The budget committee will schedule a meeting with Carmen and Jill to review the proposed 
budget prior to the March meeting.  
 



Carmen Sims reminded the board they approve job descriptions, which includes the new 
position of Public Services Librarian.  Brandon Johnson made a motion to approve the Public 
Services Librarian job description. Anne Walker seconded the motion. It was unanimously 
approved. 
 
Jennifer Williams presented the new website. Due to GPLS hosting the website for free, we will 
should save around $40,000 over a five-year period since we will not have the contracts, 
maintenance, and upgrade costs associated with having an inhouse server. The goal is to have 
the new website live around mid-February.  
 
Randi Sonenshine announced her upcoming book launch at the library on March 21st. She will 
have activities for kids, including a makerspace bird nest activity.  
 
Public comment was heard from Jane Doe referencing a letter she wrote to the library director 
and board regarding a homeless person at the library and the library’s failure to perform acts 
under the library system’s approved policies.  Karen Barnhart made motion to move on.  Randi 
Sonenshine seconded.  All approved. 
 
Brandon Johnson made a motion to adjourn at 6:00 pm. Randi Sonenshine seconded the 
motion.  All approved. 
 
 
 


